TEACHER CENTER of Broome County

May 10, 2011Minutes

Policy Board Meeting
PRESENT:  Susan Halpern, Diane Richards, Erin Hitchcock, Sheri Abdullah, Debbie Sluzar, Sharon Wells, Mike Sabo, Colleen Cawley, Starr LaTronica, Andrea Gresko, Diana Simpson and Gail Szeliga.

EXCUSED:  Dawn Shannon, Mary Hibbard, Kathryn Kear and Sara Jo Sites

ABSENT:  Lisa Strahley, Heather Badger Brown, Kathleen Quaranta

Diana Simpson called the meeting to order at 4:00 pm. 
Minutes of April 5, 2011 meeting were adopted.  Motion made by Sharon Wells, seconded by Diane Richards.  


CORRESPONDENCE: Letter from Maria Niera, VP of NYSUT – sent via e-mail to all PB members.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT (includes financial report and other information items)

· Financial Report – funds will have to be encumbered for copier lease which is in effect until 8/22/2012.


· The 2010-2011 workshop series will end on May 19 with part two of the “Paraprofessionals – Building Relationships” workshop.  A final SMART BOARD MAGIC workshop will be offered May 12, almost 500 teachers and support staff have attended this workshop which has been offered for the past 4 years.


· The VTS final meeting was held on April 27, a final report will be presented in June. 


· No word has been received from SED and all quiet on the online discussion board.


· It is recommended that the Teacher Center continue to offer Smart Board training, VTS, Substitute Teacher Training and National Board Candidate Support, Paraprofessional training and the Harry Wong workshop series during 2011-2012 if possible.

      OLD BUSINESS

· The discussion continued on plans for the future of the TC.  Susan and Diana met with Dawn Shannon to discuss hiring a new director.  Position cannot be advertised until official notification of funding is received.

· The TC will be closed during July.  Gail has volunteered to check on the TC weekly during the month of July.  She will collect mail and process any payments that have to be made. It is planned to open the TC by mid August if possible so teachers will have access to the workroom.

· The following list of monthly expenses was reviewed.

· RENT (WSKG) – $1278.75/month

· COPIER (CIT) – $159.62/month (until 8/22/2012)

· WATER (CRYSTAL ROCK) – $14.00 PLUS WATER (cancelled in June)

· TIME WARNER (INTERNET) - $69.95/month

Month to month lease expires on June 30 – it is assumed that BOCES will be negotiating new month to month lease.  


     NEW BUSINESS
· A list of duties and responsibilities for program assistant and director that was prepared by Gail was reviewed.  Colleen presented paperwork from the director job search in 2000.  It was in her files.

· The following PB member’s terms expire in June 2011.  All those present indicated that they will continue to serve.  Paperwork related to reappointment will be sent to all those who are assigned by district union leaders.


· Sheri Abdullah - Windsor

· Colleen Cawley - BOCES 

· Susan Halpern - CV

· Erin Hitchcock - ME

· Starr LaTronica - Public Library

· Mike Sabo – Corporate

· Mary Hibbard – Superintendent

· Debbie Sluzar - Binghamton

· Lisa Strahley - BCC 

· Need a Policy Board member for Deposit CSD

   Committee and LEA Reports - none

Meeting adjourned at 5:10 pm.  Next meeting is scheduled for June 14, 2011.

